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      30,000 Small Businesses Started with Help from SCORE Volunteers Last Year
    
    
      
        



WASHINGTON, April 2, 2024 – During National Volunteer Month, SCORE – mentors to America’s small businesses and a resource partner of the U.S. Small Business Administration – is celebrating its 10,000+ volunteers nationwide and their collective impact supporting small business success through mentoring, training and education. 


“SCORE’s volunteers tirelessly share their time and expertise as mentors to our nation’s entrepreneurs, fostering vibrant small business communities and bringing the American dream to life,” said SCORE CEO Bridget Weston. “Their dedication is measured not only by each
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      How to Sell Online as a Small Business Owner
    
    
      
        



WASHINGTON, March 19, 2024 – Online retail sales accounted for 15.4% of total sales in 2023, according to the U.S. Census, so it makes sense that small business owners would want to consider an e-commerce strategy. But for a new entrepreneur, how do you know if it’s right for your business?


Benefits of e-commerce


Selling your products online offers a number of advantages, according to SCORE mentor Dean Swanson. These include expanding your customer base, increasing sales and driving brand awareness. “Even if you only sell a small part of your products or services online, it can attract
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      Women Entrepreneurs on the Rise, Mentoring and Networking are Keys to Success
    
    
      
        



WASHINGTON, March 6, 2024 – Woman-owned businesses in the U.S. increased 21% over the past five years, fueling interest by female founders in small business training, networking and mentoring opportunities that support their success, according to SCORE, a resource partner of the U.S. Small Business Administration. This growth is reflected in the increasing number of women seeking guidance for their business ventures – 64% of SCORE clients are women, up from 60% two years prior.


“With 10,000 volunteer mentors and more than 200 chapters across the U.S., SCORE offers women small business
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      SCORE SE Wisconsin Receives National Chapter of the Year (COTY) Award for Outstanding Service to Small Businesses
    
    
      
        



WASHINGTON, Feb. 22, 2024 – SCORE,  a resource partner of the U.S. Small Business Administration, named SCORE SE Wisconsin the 2024 Chapter of the Year (COTY) out of more than 200 chapters nationwide for its outstanding support of small businesses through free mentoring, training and resources. 


“We are proud to honor SCORE SE Wisconsin as Chapter of the Year in recognition of their embodiment of SCORE’s commitment to serve every entrepreneur, no matter who you are or what business stage you’re in,”  said SCORE CEO Bridget Weston. 
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With 70 volunteers serving the chapter in 10 counties, S
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      Black-Owned Small Businesses Find Success With Support from SCORE
    
    
      
        



WASHINGTON, Feb. 6, 2024 – Black-owned businesses generate more than $183 billion in annual revenue, according to U.S. Census data. To contribute to this ongoing success, SCORE – mentors to America’s small businesses and a resource partner of the U.S. Small Business Administration – encourages Black entrepreneurs to seek out a mentor who can support them on their business journey.
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Mentorship boosts business


Entrepreneurs who work with a mentor are five times more likely to start a business – and report higher revenues and increased business growth. When Christopher Gauthier founded
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      How to Get Grant Funding for Your Small Business and Avoid Scams
    
    
      
        



WASHINGTON, Jan. 24, 2024 –  Small business grants, which offer access to capital with little to no repayment requirements, are an attractive funding option for entrepreneurs looking to start or grow a business. However, careful research is needed to find the best fit and avoid scams, according to SCORE, mentors to America’s small businesses. 


Finding and applying for grants


The first step is to identify what types of grants your small business would qualify for. Eligibility will vary based on the requirements of the organization providing the funding. Government agencies are a great
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      Mentorship Improves Odds of Success for Entrepreneurs
    
    
      
        



WASHINGTON, Jan. 9, 2024 – Starting a new business is risky, but guidance from an experienced mentor can help. In fact, entrepreneurs who work with a mentor are five times more likely to start a business – and report higher revenues and increased business growth. This National Mentoring Month, SCORE – mentors to America’s small businesses and a resource partner of the U.S. Small Business Administration – encourages entrepreneurs to find a mentor who can support them on their business journey.


“Mentors can have an enormous impact on an entrepreneur’s success,” according to Tracy Shaw, Chair
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      SCORE Bucks County Joins Launch of Regional Business Workshops Program
    
    
      
        



‘One SCORE’ will provide greater business education access to entrepreneurs. 


SCORE, the national nonprofit organization committed to providing mentoring and guidance throughout the life of a business, is taking a comprehensive approach to keeping entrepreneurs and small business owners informed. 


In January, the organization will launch a pilot of “One SCORE,” an initiative that culls business-oriented webinars among 30 local chapters in the Mid-Atlantic region – including SCORE Bucks County – throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and



      

    

  


  
  
  
    
  
  
      


                      
[image: Don Tobul (right) received guidance and support from several SCORE mentors throughout the process of starting his own business.]


  
    



    
      How to Start Planning Now for Your Own Business in 2024
    
    
      
        



WASHINGTON, Dec. 13, 2023 – Half of new businesses fail within the first five years, and poor business planning is a contributing factor, according to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Those first few years are crucial, which is why SCORE – mentors to America’s small businesses – recommends entrepreneurs build their business on the foundation of a strong business plan.


“Creating a business plan is essential for small business owners as it helps outline and set clear goals and objectives for the business,” explains SCORE mentor LaRita South. “It enables owners to anticipate potential challenges
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      SCORE Bucks County Entrepreneurs Claim Top 2 ‘Spark Bowl’ Awards
    
    
      
        



What does the creator of a baby sound machine designed primarily to soothe colicky babies have in common with the maker of vegan and gluten-free granola and related products?


Both female entrepreneurs who received mentoring services from SCORE Bucks County, Samantha Myers, founder of ByeByeCry and Rochelle Berg, who founded Living Smart Granola, nabbed the top awards in the recent Spark Bowl. 


To request a SCORE mentor, visit score.org/buckscounty. 


Held at Delaware Valley University, the fourth annual “Shark Tank” style competition featured business pitches from five Bucks County
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